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Alabama Water Watch Conference Feb 4

The AWW 7" Annual Technical and Public
Information Conference is scheduled from. 9 a.m. —
4 p.m. on February 4th at Comer Hall Auditorium,
Room 207, 181 Roosevelt Dr., Auburn University.
Registration is FREE and is open to the public. This
is a great educational and motivational opportunity.
You will learn what AWW has accomplished and
help chart its future. They will provide evidence of
data quality, success stories and hands-on data
tools. Register online aawwprog@auburn.edor
1-888-844-4785 by Jan 25. If you wish to carpool,
contact Liz Langston at (850) 712-1137
lizlang@bellsouth.net Teachers and parents -
contact AWW to find out how your classroom can
view this conference at satellite locations including
Mobile.

Derelict Crab Trap Recovery March 11
It's back by popular demand (and funding). Many

coordinator for Wolf Bay is Leo Ramos 987-5556
leoramos@aquilftel.com

Trash & Treasures Sale March 24-25

If you wish to donate clean sellable items to
WBWW for the sale, contact Bob or Polly Simpson
at 943-727%eamsimpson@aqulftel.com We have

storage facilities year round. WBWW is tax exempt

SO you can claim your donation on your taxes.
(continued on page 2)

Write Letter to Help Wolf Bay Gain OAW

ADEM is holding a public hearing on February 8 in
Montgomery to receive comments on their water
quality standards (Triennial Review)Written
comments are due by 5:00 p.m. on February 14.

In 2001, we commented by asking them to upgrade
Wolf Bay and its tributaries and adjacent waters to
their highest attainable water use classification
including “Swimming and Whole Body Contact”
and “Outstanding Alabama Waters”. They have

crab traps are abandoned or lost and are dangerous worked with us over the past few years to schedule

to fish and other aquatic life that get in them and die
because they can't get back out. They can also be
hazards to swimmers and boaters. I'm sure that
many found new homes during the hurricanes. So,
removing them from the water is the responsible
thing to do. Crabbing season will be closed on
March 11 and all legal traps should be removed by
their owners. The crab traps that remain need to be
disposed of properly. If you wish to help recover
these traps in the Wolf Bay area contact Liz
Langston (850) 712-1137 lizlang@bellsouth.net

To participate in other areas contact Lee Yokel 251-
431-6409 lyokel@mobilebaynep.comor Leslie
Hartman 251-861-288kartman@dcnr.state.al.us

Baldwin Co. Water Festival March 14-15

The 3% annual water festival will be held on March
14" & 15™ this year. We need volunteers to help
move children from class to class and to give
presentations. The presentations are simple to give
and let the kids learn about water resources with
hands on projects. Contact Mike Shelton at 928-
9792 mshelton@dcnr.state.al.ts participate. The

testing in our area and process the data that
Alabama Water Watch sent to them for us. The
more favorable comments they receive about
upgrading our waters, the more likely we will be in
attaining this goal. It is for this reason that | am
asking you to write to ADEM and ask them to
upgrade our waters to “Outstanding Alabama
Waters.” | have included an example of a letter for
your use. This is the time to focus on good
attributes of our waters and watershed and why you
want to protect our valuable natural resources. The
letters can be mailed via the postal service, faxed, or
Emailed. The public notice can be found on the

ADEM website
http://www.adem.state.al.us/PublicNotice/Dec/12 EnRRw06.htm
(Continued on page 2)

Membership

Membership dues are $10 for an individual, $20 for
a family, $200 for lifetime. Please renew your
dues this month. Corporate memberships are also
available. Contact Bob Simpson at 943-7279
teamsimpson@aqulftel.coror mail your check to
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P.O. Box 63, Elberta, AL
membership.

36530ATTN:

Thanks and welcome to these new members: Joanne

Durdell and Christopher Garman, Joe Rose,
Marshall and Judy Earle, Donna Sullivan, and
Thomas & Lynne Schubert.

Trash & TreasureS(Continued from page 1)

We need volunteers to help move items from
storage and set up the Trash & Treasures Sale on
Thursday March. 24. We need folks to help during
the sale on Friday and Saturday and need folks to
help pack up after it is over. We could use some
folks to deliver items and to return items to the
storage facility. If you can help for even an hour,
please contact Wanda Ramos at 987-5741,
wramoslstop@aqulftel.com

WBWW SPRING PLANT SALE

This year’s sale will be held March 24-25. We will
continue to offer trees, native plants, shrubs, and
perennials. We need volunteers to help with the set-
up on Thursday (3-23) and help with the sale on
Friday and Saturday. Just a half day shift is a great
help. Call Tom Dukes at 986-8448 if you can help.
Baldwin County Master Gardeners will be available
to answer your gardening questions and assist with
any problems you are having.

Need Immediate Help With Greenhouse

Tom Dukes has been building a new greenhouse
behind the Miflin Community Center to grow and
store some of the plants for our plant sales. He is in
immediate need of help to enclose the greenhouse
so that he can start using it. If you can help him in
the next couple of weeks, we would really
appreciate it. Even an hour or two would be

beneficial. Please contact him at 986-8448 or
tomdukes@qgulftel.com

Write Letter for OAW(continued from page 1)

Notice of Public Hearing for the

Triennial Review of Alabama’s Water Quality
Standards

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing before
the Alabama Department of Environmental
Management will be held on February 8, 2006, at
10:00 a.m. in the Hearing Room of the ADEM
building located at 1400 Coliseum Boulevard,
Montgomery, Alabama.

The purpose of this hearing is to provide the public
an opportunity to comment on water quality

standards for Alabama waters. The Alabama
Department of Environmental Management is
soliciting public input and comments on current
provisions of ADEM Administrative Code Chapter

335-6-10, Water Quality Criteria, and Chapter 335-
6-11, Water Use Classifications for Interstate and
Intrastate Waters.

This public hearing is held to allow all interested
persons an opportunity to become involved in the
water quality standards review process and offer
data, views and arguments regarding the existing
provisions. Anyone wishing to submit comments
may do so at the hearing or through the mail. In
order to be considered, comments must be received
by the Hearing Officer before 5:00 p.m. on
February 14, 2006.

Written submissions and other inquiries should be
directed to: ADEM Hearing Officer, Office of
Communication, Planning, and Outreach, Alabama
Department of Environmental Management, P.O.
Box 301463, Montgomery, AL 36130-1463 (street
address: 1400 Coliseum Boulevard, Montgomery,
AL 36110-2059) or by emalil at
Hearing.officer@adem.state.al-us

Any person wishing to participate in this hearing
who needs special accommodations should contact
the Department’s Permits and Services Division at
(334) 271-7714 at least five working days prior to
the hearing.

This notice is hereby given thid8" day of
December 2005by authority of ADEM.
The water quality standards can be found on the
ADEM websites:
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http://www.adem.state.al.us/Regulations/Div6a/D&xitar%2010.pdf
http://www.adem.state.al.us/Regulations/Div6a/D6#itar%2011.pdf

Example Letter
Date:

To Whom it may concern:

| moved to the Wolf Bay area because of its beauty,
good sunny weather, fishing and boating
opportunities, and the coastal way of life. | hope
the area and way of life are preserved for future
generations. Since wildlife, fish, businesses,
citizens, and tourists depend on the quality of the
waters in the area, it is extremely important that we
maintain it. That is why | believe that upgrading
Wolf Bay and surrounding waters to their highest
attainable water use classification is necessary.
The standards for “Swimming and Whole Body
Contact” and “Outstanding Alabama Waters” are
a little more stringent than those of “Fish &
Wildlife” and will help keep our water clean. Wolf
Bay Watershed Watch has collected data for the
area since 1996 and it shows that the waters may
qualify for these higher classifications. | urge you
to look at the data and use it to support your own
data to reclassify our bay and tributaries. The
classification of “Outstanding Alabama Waters”
will increase awareness and appreciation of clean
water in Wolf Bay and other areas.

Sincerely,

Your name, address, email address, and phone
number,

Wolf Bay Watershed Watch Member (monitor?) and
local resident

OAW Status

ADEM tested Wolf Bay in May and again in
December to decide whether Wolf Bay is clean
enough for consideration as an “Outstanding
Alabama Water.” The data will also help them
delineate the extent of the area to be included in the
OAW. They will analyze the data and if Wolf Bay
gualifies, they will schedule a 30-day public notice

Bay and may enhance the use of Best Management
Practices along the shorelines.

Welcome New Monitors!

John Alden, David Denney, Mary Hughes

Piotrowski, Patsy Parker, and returning monitor
(and past Monitor of the Year) Donna Sullivan were
trained in November 2005. John Alden is replacing
the Pelkeys on Graham Creek. David Denney is
replacing the Nevels on Hammock Creek. Mary
Hughes Piotrowski is taking over the ICW @

Waterway Inn. Patsy Parker hopes to monitor
Palmetto Creek and Soldier Creek. Donna Sullivan
has not decided on a site yet.

Additional Water Monitors Needed

Wolf Bay Watershed Watch is in need of trained
water monitors to monitor the following sites:
Perdido Bay @ Lillian Bridge SE, Stone Quarry @
Peterson’s Dock, Portage Creek @ Orange Beach
WWTP pipe, Miflin Creek @ Gum Branch, Sandy
Creek @ Hwy. 98, Lake Shelby @ Gulf State Park
picnic area, Wolf Creek @ Foley Expressway, Wolf
Creek @ Swift Church Rd., Wolf Creek @Hwy 98,
Wolf Bay @ Griggs’ Dock, Perdido River at
Barrineau Park, and Styx River @ Co. Rd. 87.

A Water Watch training will probably be scheduled
for late March or early April. Please contact Liz
Langston if you would be interested the upcoming
training. (850) 712-113Tizlang@bellsouth.net

Job Description, Requirements, Responsibilities
Monitors must undergo a local one day Alabama
Water Watch training and two-hour yearly or every
other  year recertification. Training and
recertification is free. Alabama Water Watch
Association and Wolf Bay memberships are
encouraged.

A selected site is tested once or twice per month. A
data sheet is completed and entered into a water
guality data base online and forwarded to the Water
Quality Monitoring Chairperson promptly after tests

period for comments. The man that was analyzing gre completed.

the data has moved up north and must be replaced

before going any further with our data.

OAW status is mostly a prestigious category, but
could provide more stringent discharge limits on
wastewater treatment plants that discharge to Wolf

Testing includes conducting basic teatsthe site

similar to those in a pool kit. This will take 30

minutes to one hour depending on the monitor's

experience. In addition to the basic paramenters

(air and water temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen,

alkalinity, hardness, turbidity, secchi depth,
3



salinity), a bacteria sample will be collected and
incubated for 24-48 hours. Weather and tide
conditions are also noted. Recording rain events
and other weather phenomena are very valuable in
interpretation of the data, particularly bacteria data.
The results are recorded on a data sheet and entered
into the water quality database with a hard copy
forwarded to the Water Quality Monitoring
Chairperson.

Monitors are responsible for the upkeep of their test
kit and testing supplies including chemicals.
Chemical expiration dates should be checked every
month before testing. Chemicals must be replaced
before their expiration dates by contacting the
Supply Coordinator.

Monitors are responsible for followinthe exact
monitoring protocolsestablished by Alabama Water
Watch and Wolf Bay Watershed Watch. Questions
can be answered by Alabama Water Watch via their
toll free phone line, the Water Quality Monitoring
Chairperson, a QA/QC officer, or an experienced
monitor.

Testing dates are established by Wolf Bay
Watershed Watch as the second and fourth full
weekend of each month on Friday through Monday
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. A calendar is available
from the Water Quality Monitoring Chairperson.

Data quality and reliability is of the utmost
importance in order for our data to be used by
local and other government agencies and
researchers. Wolf Bay Watershed Watch is
collecting data in order to be considered for
“Outstanding Alabama Waters” so our datast be
accurate.

President’s Column
By Ann Crawford, President

| sat for hours at my computer, overlooking this
fabulous sunrise and trying to think of a message
this month. Later while running errands | consulted
my 10 year old, to see what she thought | should
focus on. (She will be the Bob Dylan of the next
generation). She looked shocked and then told me a
little story...

A little girl wanted to talk to the President.
She wrote to him 143 times but never got
one response. She got her friends to write

to him and they received a form letter.
Then she put her message on a billboard
and she got a personal response from the
president. Her message had to be seen to
be heard...

My child was trying to tell me that WBWW has to

be seen to get the message across. We need to stop
by those developments to see what they are doing.
We need to post a banner when we pick up along
our roadways. We need to wear name tags when we
attend public meetings. We need to take out ads in
the paper or get our message up in store fronts,
schools, at community events and yes...even
billboards.

Photo of Hammock Creek taken by Ann Crawford D&€O52
We have made great progress over this past year.
That does not mean our work is done. There will
continue to be greater challenges for us in the
future. We, as members must...get the word out
...and be seen! It is a fact that most people are
visual learners. IF the public sees WBWW members
on a regular basis, they will learn from our example.
Make it your New Year's Resolution to help
WBWW be seeh Join or head up a committee.
Adopt-A-Mile and pick up along your roadside each
month. Set up appointments or become a speaker
for area schools or community meetings. Invite us
4



to homeowners association meetings. Recruit new
members. When you participate in an activity, take
pictures and jot down who was present and what
happened. You can give it to our publicity person

(Polly Simpson) or email it to me. Getting photos of

members participating in these activities visible in

the public’'s eye will help to get our message out
there.

Attendance at the Holiday / Water Monitor Awards
party was wonderful. We need to celebrate our
accomplishments more often. Your board does a
great job but they need your help in carrying out
duties on a regular basis. Your help is greatly
appreciated and this group does a great job of
having a good timeCheck the upcoming calendar
and find out where you might be SEEN on behalf of
the WBWW

Ann Crawford, President
Wolf Bay Watershed Watch, Inc.

Annual Meeting Very Informative

Alabama Water Watch (AWW) came from Auburn
University to talk about AWW, the importance and
significance of water monitoring, and present our
water monitoring data. Sergio Ruiz, the (AWW)
database and data quality coordinator; Eric
Reutebuch, the AWW publications coordinator and
data analyzer; and Shelley England, the AWW
volunteer  monitor  coordinator all gave
presentations. It was very informative and
interesting. Before presenting our data, they gave
background information about the AWW program
and their Global Water Watch program, and the
many capabilities of the AWW website. They
discussed land use and growth in Baldwin Co. and
the Wolf Bay area. Then they spotlighted several of
our monitoring sites including Miflin Creek @
Miflin Moorings, Wolf Bay @ Cummings Dock,
Wolf Bay @ Griggs Dock, Hammock Creek @
Benton Branch, and others. They raved over our
long-term data set and said that we collect at least
10 times more data than ADEM has in the Wolf
Bay area. The data showed that our water quality is
good although there appears to be some bacterial
contamination in Wolf Creek (with its headwaters
in the City of Foley) and at the mouth of Robert’s
Bayou. The data interpretation supported our hope
of obtaining “Outstanding Alabama Waters” for
Wolf Bay and gave us the data we need to work

with the City of Foley and residents and businesses
surrounding Robert’'s Bayou to improve water
quality in these areas. The Powerpoint presentation
is available on request if you were unable to attend
the meeting.

The annual election was held and three new board
members were elected. We welcome Ralph Young,
Homer Singleton and Brandon Barrennis to our
board.

As usual we partook of some excellent food and
fellowship following the meeting. We were glad as
always to have Rep. Steve McMillan and Mike
Shelton with Weeks Bay Reserve at the meeting.
Rep. McMillan spoke about his stormwater forum
and Mike asked for help with the Water Festival.
Thanks for coming!

Look at our Data on the Web

Our data is available on the Alabama Water Watch
websitehttps://aww.auburn.eduAM/e urge you to
take a look. You can view hundreds, maybe
thousands, of charts for our monitoring sites. Once
on their website, follow these basic steps:
1. Click on “Water Data” at the top right
corner of the page.
2. Then click on “Summary Data”,
Chemistry>>Real Time.
3. Click on the “Coastal Plains” green block at
the bottom of the map.
4. Click on “04012” Wolf Bay.
5. Scroll down to the site you want and click
on its site number.
6. Choose the water quality parameter you are
interested in.
You can view maps and all kinds of things on their
website. Have fun and thank a water monitor the
next time you see one. And let AWW know what a
great job they’ve done with their website.

Round the Bay

By Massey Lambard
Some odds and ends on tourism and real estate:

TOURISM

| recently had the opportunity to hear Herb Malone,
President/CEO of the Alabama Gulf Coast
Convention and Visitors' Bureau, speak. Herb
always has some interesting info and statistics about

5



our area. | didn't take notes, so this is just from
memory. Any errors are my fault and not Herb's.

In 1993 (coincidentally the year Helen and |
returned to Alabama) there were around 7,000
vacation "units" available in Gulf Shores and
Orange Beach. Units include condos, apartments,
hotel and motel rooms, but not houses. By 2003,
there were almost twice as many, around 13,000.
Now you know why it's sometimes difficult to find

a desirable parking space at Riviera...um...oh yeah,
TANGER Center. Aw heck, us old timers will still
call it "Riviera".

Thanks to Ivan in September of 2004, that number
was reduced by over half. By January of 2005 only
41% of pre-lvan accommodations were available.
By now, in early 2006, Pleasure Island units are
back up to pre-lvan levels.

Photo of Hammock Creek taken by Ann Crawford J&062

So...it took about 10 years to double the number of
units available. And only about a year to recover
from a major hurricane. Herb expects the next
doubling to occur in 5 years. That's right, about
half the time of the first doubling. Apparently the
only thing limiting the number of visitors down here
is available accommodations. "If you build it, they
will come."

A couple of factors have come into play.

1. Many of the single family beach homes that Ivan
took, and some of the smaller motel/condo
operations, are being replaced by much larger,
multi-unit buildings.

2. There are several developments currently under
construction or planned for the Intracoastal

Waterway. Many of these will be so-called

"destination” vacation places. In other words, these
visitors aren't necessarily coming here for the
beach. They're coming to a world class resort to
relax, dine, shop, swim with the dolphins,

whatever. In just one or two of these complexes
over one million square feet of retail areas are
planned.

Herb said there's also talk about having a water taxi
fleet to take vacationers from resort to resort and to
other points of interest. Several years ago we used
one of these in Ft. Lauderdale to get from hotel to
wedding reception and back. Pretty nifty.

Herb also said we get about four "waves" of
Snowbirds. Some come for the entire winter.

Another group comes prior to Christmas, another
for New Year's Eve, and a fourth just after the
holidays. He asks that we be nice to our northern
visitors if for no other reason than they fuel our
biggest industry and also help fill the coffers of

South Baldwin towns with room, meal, and general
sales taxes.

The State Park: Money is being spent to refurbish
and upgrade the "peripheral” areas like Lake Shelby
cabins and campground and the beach swimming
pavilion east of the main convention center. A new
fishing pier is planned. For right now, and the

foreseeable future, the fate of the main complex is
tied up in two lawsuits. Herb said what may happen
to the facility, and when, is anybody's guess for
now.

Apparently the biggest problem presently facing our
tourism industry is affordable housing for the

various hospitality workers. Again, according to

Herb, anything south of Robertsdale is pretty much
out of their capability to pay. He expects that some
of the larger employers may have to come up with
some kind of housing subsidy for their employees.

Anybody else old enough to remember the old
company towns? Everything old is new again.



REAL ESTATE

In the early 90s you could get a pretty nice house on
the water around Wolf Bay and it tributaries for
somewhere between $200,000 and $300,000. By
the time Ivan hit, those houses were going for twice
that much. Then came Katrina and Rita. Now
some of those houses are listed for sale from just
under, to quite a bit over, the magic million dollar
mark. And I'm seeing a lot of upscale cars with
Louisiana license plate cruising the neighborhood. |
guess the insurance money is starting to roll in. It's
a mixed blessing. If we get another hurricane this
year, | don't know if | can keep paying the taxes on
this place.

Anyway...see you around the bay. Butch

Wolf Bay Kiosk for Elberta Park

The Town of Elberta has approved the placement of
one of our informational kiosks in Elberta’s Park.
The kiosk will have information about water quality
and natural resources in the Wolf Bay area and will
hold informational brochures. Look for it in the
near future.

Simpson Receives Two Awards

For the third consecutive award year, Bob Simpson
of WBWW, received the Alabama Governor's
Award for Adopt-A-Stream cleanup. This award is
given for the PALS member signing up the most
teams, (Bob signed up 21), to clean bridges and
roadsides leading to local streams. For the first
time, Bob received the award for Adopt-A-Mile for
signing up 14 teams. This was a co-award with
another state group. Congratulations (again) and
thanks for trying to keep our watershed clean!
Great job!

Griggs & Jackson Receive Awards

John Griggs and Ed Jackson were two of the
founding members of Wolf Bay Watershed Watch
in 1998. They were honored at the WB Christmas
party with praise, thanks, and beautiful plagues that
read:

Wolf Bay Watershed Watch Founders Award
For the vision to establish an organization
dedicated to protecting and preserving the

natural resources of Wolf Bay
We are forever grateful

Along with the awards they were given lifetime
memberships for Wolf Bay WW.

Both Griggs and Jackson received letters from the
Governor congratulating for the awards and offering
to help Wolf Bay Watershed Watch with anything
necessary. All they need to do is call him.

A Leader Moves On

Ed Jackson, a founding member and first President
of Wolf Bay Watershed Watch, moved to
Mansfield, Texas the week before Christmas. His
vision for the watershed, inspiration and motivation
were a big asset and will be a great loss to our
organization. He and his wife, Genevieve, will be
missed by their family and friends.

In parting, | asked Ed a few questions:

Why did you move? The house, property, and
boats were too much to take care of and hurricane
preparations, evacuations, and clean up were no
longer acceptable. When they made up their minds
to move they discussed locations and decided they
would like to be near their grandchildren who live
near Dallas.



How do you like your new location so far? He
said that they were really tired from the move and
were having a hard time getting everything hooked
up and running well. He said that once they get
everything ironed out, they will really enjoy it.

What would you like to say to your friends in
Wolf Bay? They're going to miss everyone.

What would you like to see WBWW do in the
future? He said he would like the board to keep on
line with the mission of the organization and don’t
get sidetracked.

You can contact them at 3327 Vista Lake Circle,
Mansfield, TX 76063. They can receive emails at
their old email addressdjack@aqulftel.conbut can
not send emails yet. Contact Liz at (850) 712-1137
lizlang@bellsout.netif you want their phone
number.

Monitor Interview Meet Liz Langston

| have never lived in Alabama, but I've been close
by for most of my life in SW Pensacola. | became
interested in Alabama when my dad (Ed Jackson)
and his wife (Genevieve) moved to Elberta about 15
years ago. | wasn't living in Pensacola at the time,
but | would visit on holidays and vacations when |
could. He would always take us sight-seeing to
places like Blakely State Historic Park, Bon Secour
Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, Weeks Bay Reserve, and
also snapper and back bay fishing and boating.
When | moved to Navarre in January 1996, | got to
spend a lot more time in Alabama. It is such a
beautiful and relatively unspoiled area that | fell in
love with it like Daddy did. | found out about a
water testing training program being held at Weeks
Bay and | made Daddy come with me to get trained.
Weeks Bay gave us a test kit and a site (from Hell)
and off we went. After a couple of times we started
thinking about testing near Daddy’s house on Miflin
Creek. We were told we could use the Weeks Bay
kit as long as we still tested for them, so we took on
two sites — one for them (Weeks Creek @ Bay Road
East) and one for us (Miflin Creek @ Co. Rd. 20
bridge). | would come over after work on the
Friday night of a sampling weekend and spend the
night and we would test the following day.
Anyway, you probably know the rest of the story.
Daddy ended up founding the Wolf Bay Watershed
Watch and becoming the first President and he
suckered me into getting on the board and becoming
the Water Quality Monitoring Chairperson.

In June 1997, | started working at the US Fish &

Wildlife Service in Daphne as a biologist and

started traveling all over Alabama for my job and

for Alabama Water Watch, since | joined their

nonprofit Board of Directors, too. | learned a lot

about Alabama, their water quality regulations and
issues, local beliefs and practices, and problems
with water quality.

In June of 2005, | started working at Blackwater
River State Forest (north of Milton) as a biologist to
manage their endangered red-cockaded woodpecker
population among other things. My schedule has
been pretty hectic ever since and has taken up some
of my volunteer time.

| have been trained as an AWW water monitor to
test physical, chemical, bacterial, and biological
parameters and a trainer of new monitors. | am
currently monitoring two sites for Wolf Bay —
Miflin Creek @ US Hwy 98 and Perdido Bay @
Lillian Bridge on the FL side and one site for
Weeks Bay — the same site from Hell — Weeks
Creek. | also process nutrient samples (Nitrate,
Phosphate, and Ammonia) for these sites with a
Colorimeter | borrowed from AWW.

Italian Vegetable Soup with Beans & Pesto
From USA Weekend Jan. 1, 2006

There were several requests for this recipe at the
Annual Meeting on January 14 so here it is.

1 % Tbs. olive oll

1 large onion, cut into small dice

3 med carrots, peeled and sliced 1/4” thick

3 med celery stalks, sliced 1/4” thick

1 med red or yellow bell pepper, stemmed, seeded,
and cut into medium dice

1 pound all-purpose potatoes (about 4 med),
unpeeled and cut into medium dice

1- 16 oz can petite diced tomatoes (about 2 cups)

2- 15.5 oz cans cannelloni or other white beans,
undrained

6 cups (1 ¥z Qts) low-sodium chicken broth

7 0z (about 7 cups) loosely packed baby spinach

1 cup frozen green peas

Salt and ground black pepper

Prepared pesto

Heat oil in a soup kettle over medium-high flame.
Add onions, and sauté until tender, about 5 minutes.
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Add carrots, celery, peppers, potatoes, tomatoes,
beans and chicken broth; bring to a boil. Reduce
heat to low and simmer until vegetables are just
tender, about 15 minutes. Add spinach and peas;
continue to simmer until spinach wilts, 3 to 4

minutes longer. Season to taste with salt and
pepper. Ladle into bowls, adding a spoonful of

pesto to each serving of soup.

Editor’s note You can substitute bouillon or regular
chicken broth for the low-salt variety. | used
homemade pesto. | think some chopped zucchini
added toward the end of the cooking time would
make a tasty addition, but | haven't tried that yet.
Enjoy!

Wolf Bay Management Plan

Visions for the Wolf Bay Management Plan include
distribution to new businesses and developers
coming to the area so that they can use the plan to
guide their actions in an environmentally friendly
manner. We also hope that local government
agencies will respect the plan and work with us on
accomplishing our goals. Recently the City of
Foley adopted our plan while they develop their
own! Isn’t that great news?

Volunteers are still needed for a nutrient
monitoring project and to help with the
Implementation Committee. No experience is
necessary. Contact Alabama Coastal Foundation to
find out how you can help at 1-866-990-6002.

Copies of the Wolf Bay Management Plan are
available athttp://www.alcoastalfoundation.orgir
by calling the above toll-free number.

Aluminum Recycling Program

Six-hundred and three pounds of aluminum cans
were collected and sold during 2005 for $218.60!
Aluminum recycling helps keep the watershed clean
and defrays the cost of the newsletter. Bring your
clean aluminum cans to Twin Creeks Bait Shop or
to the Simpson’s residence on Coleman Rd. off Co.
Rd. 20. For more information contact Bob Simpson
943-727%eamsimpson@qulftel.caom

Five (Easy) New Year's Resolutions

for the Planet
From the Keep America Beautiful websitep://www.kab.org

Resolutions are tough enough to keep when we're
resolving to better ourselves. Do you think they'd
be easier to keep if we were promising to help the
earth? We believe that many resolutions are hard to
keep because they SEEM impossible. And as big a
task as improving the environment may appear,
we've got five SIMPLE things any of us can do—
young, old, moms, dads and kids—that won’t take a
big toll but will do big things for all of us. All of
our suggestions revolve around personal
responsibility:

Recycle. Find out how to recycle in your area and
do your part. Plastic containers with a neck the
same size or smaller than the base should go in a
curbside recycle bin. Bottles, cans, and many other
common household products are recyclable! And be
sure to "complete the loop" by buying recycled
products whenever possible.

Reusethe products you can. For instance...there are
hundreds of uses for that plastic grocery bag! If the
phone rings while you're painting, it helps keep a
paintbrush moist. It can help keep a damp umbrella
from flooding your purse or help fill an extra deep
flower pot. Keep those scraps of paper for arts and
crafts projects. Be creative and remember that every
time you reuse a product, you're keeping it out of a
landfill.

The third resolution—and this is a very big issue

at Keep America Beautiful—cigarette butts are, by
far, the most commonly littered item in America. If
you smoke, please carry a personal ashtray and
always use public ashtrays when smoking outdoors.
Resolve to teach a child about the environment
and recycling It's so important that the next
generations understand and respect the earth...and
it's a great way to spend some time with the kids.
Join a clean-up effort in your area. You'll meet
others, and get some fresh air and exercise while
you’re improving your community. Keep America
Beautiful's Great American Cleanup takes place in
thousands of communities nationwide from March
1st to May 31st.

Junior Fishing Tournament Update

Wolf Bay Watershed Watch and Riviera Utilities
sponsored its ¥ Annual Jr. Fishing Tournament
October 15. We produced 1000 booklets to hand
out to participants’ families, businesses, schools and
clubs to promote and educate the public about our
programs for youth. The WBWW solicited ads for
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this project with the proceeds going to our Youth
Education Projects. These projects include: field
trips to environmental programs, the production of
videos, brochures and teacher materials that
promote environmental education right here in our
own back yard and participation for afl' 4raders

in Baldwin County to the Water Festival in the

spring. We also received donations of prizes,
coupons, and gifts/certificates for the children.

News Briefs

The Year of the Outdoor Alabama 2006Earlier
this month, Governor Bob Riley declared 2006 as
"The Year of Outdoor Alabama." The Alabama

Bureau of Tourism and Travel has created a special
2006 calendar of events devoted to describing over

140 outdoor events taking place in Alabama this
year. Both the 2006 Calendar of Events and a
brochure called the "100 Outdoor Adventures in
Alabama" are available at Alabama Welcome
Centers, online ahttp://www.800alabama.conor

by calling 1-800-Alabama.

Alabama Wildlife Strategy Approved Late in
2005, the Department of Conservation announced
the approval of the Alabama Comprehensive
Wildlife Conservation Strategy by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. According to a Department of

Conservation press release, the completion and

implementation of the Strategy is a historic
opportunity for the Department of Conservation to

assess and address Alabama's outstanding wildlife

diversity on a statewide scale.
The Alabama Comprehensive Wwildlife
Conservation Strategy is available on the
Department's website in the "Research and
Management" section,
http://www.outdooralabama.cam

Your Board of Directors

Ann Crawford , President, Fundraising,
987-550hammockhaven@aqulftel.com

Tom Dukes Vice President, 986-8448

tomdukes@aqulftel.com

Leo Ramos Comptroller
987-5556eoramos@qulftel.com

Paul Ware, Recording Secretary

987-5377 pdware@gulftel.com

Liz Langston, Corresponding Secretary/Newsletter
Editor, Water Quality Monitoring Chairperson,

(850) 712-1137 cell, (850) 457-8695 home
lizlang@bellsouth.net

June Taylor, Disbursement Officer

986-5704 jmtaylor@qgulftel.com

Bob Simpson Director at large, Membership,

Aluminum Recycling, Adopt-A-Stream/Mile
943-727%eamsimpson@qulftel.com

Polly Simpson Director at large, Memb., Publicity
943-727%eamsimpson@qulftel.com

Homer Singleton Director at large,

(251) 943-8945 fishawk@qulftel.com

Ralph Young, Director at large

(251) 943-4678

Brandon Barenis, Director at large

(251) 987-5256

Stan Mahoney, Director at large,
955-1527stanandjessy@zebra.net

Sheila StoneDirector at large, Parliamentarian
986-5551 svstone@gulftel.com

Wanda Ramos Director at large
987-5741wramoslstop@aqulftel.com

Maury Schmoll, Director at large
955-1469mtschmol@qulftel.com

Calendar of Events

January 19  “Positioning  Your  Nonprofit for
Success” workshopFREE. 8:30 — noon. The Lewis
Bear Co. 6120 Enterprise Dr, Pensacola. Contact
IMPACT 100 at 435-8582
admin@impactl00pensacola.org The goal of the
workshop is to work more closely with nonprofits to
ensure their grant applications are well conceived, timely
and correctly composed.

January 21  America’s Boating Course. 8 am. — 4
p.m. Weeks Bay Reserve. Sponsored by the US Coast
Guard Auxillary Eastern Shore Flotilla. This course
fulfills the AL state course requirements of the boat
operators’ license as well as some boat insurance
discounts. If you use a boat in Alabama, this is a great
course to take whether you need it or not. Fee is $35.
Contact Tom Klope to register or register online at 990-
5112http://nws.cgaux.org

January 25 17" Annual Nonpoint  Source
Conference. Montgomery, Al. Embassy Suites Hotel
and Confeence Center. FREE. 8:30-5:00 p.m.
Luncheon provided. Contact Molly Tatum to register
(334) 394-4360.

February 2  Bacterial Source Tracking. Univ So AL
Brookley Campus, Cypress Workshop. 9AM to 4PM.
FREE. This workshop explains ways to find out the
sources of bacteria in water (septic tanks, livestock,
fertilizers, etc) so that they can be eliminated.
Registration forms are available on the Mobile Bay NEP
website www.mobilebaynep.com For information
contact Lee Yokel 251-431-6409
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lyokel@mobilebaynep.com To carpool contact Liz
Langston at (850) 712-1137 cell, (850) 457-8695 home
lizlang@bellsouth.net

February 3  EnviroBowl, Mobile. We need judges,
time keepers, moderators, and score keepers.
Volunteering is fun, easy, and we provide all the
instructions you'll need. Those wishing to volunteer as
time keepers and score keepers require no experience.
The success of EnviroBowl depends greatly on the
assistance of our valuable volunteers. If you can
volunteer your time, please click on the appropriate link
below and find the Volunteer Registration Form. Please
print the form and mail or fax it to the Legacy office.
Thank you so much for being an important part as
Legacy continues its mission of environmental
education. If you have any questions, please give us a
call at 334-270-5921 or 1-800-240-5115. Visit the
Legacy website for detailbttp://www.legacyenved.org

EnviroBowl is a double-elimination, question and
answer competition played between two high school
teams consisting of four students each. EnviroBowl
allows high school students from around the state to
exercise their knowledge of the environment. Many of
the topics covered throughout the competition include:
air, chemistry, ecology, forestry, geology, physics,
pollution, water, and wildlife. Students compete as teams
to determine which school has mastered the most
environmental information.

February 4  Alabama Water Watch "7 Annual
Technical and Public Information ConferenE®EE. 9
a.m. — 4 p.m. Comer Hall Auditorium, Room 207, 181
Roosevelt Dr., Auburn University. Register online at
awwprog@auburn.edar 1-888-844-4785 by Jan 25. If
you wish to carpool, contact Liz Langston at (850) 712-
1137lizlang@bellsouth.net Contact AWW to find out
how your classroom can view this conference at satellite
locations including Mobile.

February8 ADEM Public Hearing on Water
Quality Standards. 10 a.m. This is a great opportunity to
tell ADEM in person that you want Wolf Bay to be
upgraded to  Outstanding Alabama  Waters.
Montgomery. Let's get a group together to go to this
important hearing at ADEM in Montgomery. Contact
Liz Langston at (850) 712-113izlang@bellsouth.nef

you can attend and/or speak.

February 14 Written comments due to ADEM on
WQ standards.

February 22-24 The 2006 Annual AFA meeting
will be held at the Perdido Beach Resort in Orange
Beach on February 22-24, 2006. (Wed-Fri.). Room rates
are $82 per night and reservations can be made by
calling the hotel at 1-800-634-8001.
http://www.ag.auburn.edu/aux/afa/

March 1-3 Legacy Partners in Environmental
Education, Environmental Partnership Conference,
March 1-3, Riverview Plaza Hotel, Mobile, AL, for

more information 334-270-5527.

March 1 - May 31, 2005 The Great American
Cleanup™ is a program sponsored by the non-profit
organization, Keep America Beautiful, Inc. More than
2.3 million people will be volunteering 7 million hours
to improve more than 15,000 communities during
30,000 events. Volunteers can either take part in planned
local activities or start their own activities. The main
goal of the event is for everyone to help clean up their
hometown and teach others how to keep their
community cleanFor more information: www.kab.org
or to find a cleanup in your area go
www.kab.org/participate.asp

March 11 Derelict Crab Trap Recovery Program -

to participate contadtee Yokel251-431-6409 okeslie
Hartman251-861-2882 If you wish to participate in the
Wolf Bay area contact Liz Langst@850) 712-1137
lizlang@bellsouth.net

March 14-15 2™ Annual Baldwin County Water
Festival for 4 graders. Contact Michael Shelton at
(251) 928-9792mshelton@dcnr.state.al.tes help.

March 23 Set up for Trash & Treasures
Fundraiser and Plant Sale Contact Wanda Ramos for
T&T 987-5741, or Tom Dukes to help with the Plant
Sale 986-8448mdukes@qulftel.com

Mar 24-25 Wolf Bay Watershed Watcflrash &
Treasures Fundraiser and Plant Sale. Miflin Community
Center. Contact Bob Simpson to put donated items in the
storage unit at (251) 943-7279
teamsimpson@aqulftel.caomWe need help moving items
from storage, setting up and pricing on Wednesday and
Thursday. We also need help during the sale Friday and
Saturday. Please contact Wanda Ramos at 987-5741,
wramosistop@gulftel.conContact Tom Dukes to help
with the Plant Sale 986-8448mdukes@qulftel.com

March 24-26 Alabama Rivers Alliance
WATERSHED LEADERSHIP 4-H Center in Shelby
County. The conference topics are being developed and
we are planning for some dynamic session with expert
speakers - and of course we will have our River Jam,
live and silent auction and guided field trips. This event
is a MUST for anyone who cares about rivers -- it offers
you an opportunity to network and gain inspiration from
fellow river lovers from across Alabama.
http://www.alabamarivers.or§877) 862-5260.

** New Board meeting time- 5:15 p.m. on the third
Monday of each month except December at the Miflin
Community Center. The public is welcome.

to
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Wolf Bay Watershed Watch, Inc.
PO Box 63, Elberta, AL 36530

www.wolfbaywatch.org

Wolf Bay Merchandise car tags are available ($10). Look for them at our
We currently have two types of cotton Tshirts for sale: meetings and booths or contact Bob or Polly Simpson
regular Tshirts ($12) and polo shirts ($20). Wolf Bay 943-7279 teamsimpson@aqulftel.comto pick up.

The primary purpose of the WBWW is to promote the
conservation, protection and improvement of the
natural resources within the Wolf Bay watershed.
WBWW is a 501(c)3 not for profit organization.
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