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2006 Alabama Water Watch Picnic to be 
held in Wolf Bay Watershed May 20  
Wolf Bay Watershed Watch and Weeks Bay 
Watershed Watch are co-hosting this year’s annual 
Alabama Water Watch Picnic.  We are still in the 
planning process, but plan to have many activities 
and field trips Friday May 19 through Sunday May 
21, so that folks from other areas of Alabama can 
come down for the weekend and have plenty of 
opportunities to explore Wolf Bay, Weeks Bay, and 
other areas of Baldwin and Mobile counties.  The 
picnic will be held on Hammock Creek at the 
Crawford Residence, 8600 Crawford Rd., Elberta.   
(Continued P.2) 

Boating Safety Classes April 29 & May 13  
Two boating safety classes are being offered in our 
area in the next couple of months.  This is great 
information whether or not you need the course.  
And, it will make you a better steward of the Wolf 
Bay watershed.  In some cases it will help you to 
lower your boat insurance. (Continued P. 4) 

April 18 Mixed Use Cities Workshop 
Smart Coast, (a non-profit organization dedicated to 
promoting balanced development through greater 
citizen participation in Gulf Coast planning), is 
holding a conference on April 18 at the Mobile 
Convention Center, entitled: “Imagine: A Region 
with Thriving Mixed Use Cities.” The conference 
will be held from 8:00 am – 4 pm at the Mobile 
Convention Center. (Continued P.2) 

April 22 PALS Cleanup   
Wolf Bay WW will participate in the Spring PALS 
Cleanup on April 22.  If you would like to clean up 
somewhere in Wolf Bay, meet Bob Simpson at the 
Miflin Community Center at 8 a.m. on Saturday 
April 22 to sign up and get bags to put garbage in. If 
you can’t do it on the 22nd, contact Bob and you can 
pick up bags from him to clean up later in the week. 
Contact Bob Simpson at (251) 943-7279 
teamsimpson@gulftel.com.  http://www.alpals.org/. 

April 23 Bay Area Earth Day 
Wolf Bay WW is participating in the Bay Area  
Earth Day at Fairhope Pier Park.  We will be there 

from noon until about 5 
p.m.  There will be all 
kinds of educational 
activities and infor-
mation for kids and 
adults. Please come out 
to see us. Contact Polly 
Simpson to help with 
the Wolf Bay booth 

943-7279 
teamsimpson@gulftel.com. 

Wolf Bay WW Gets Executive Director 
The WBWW Board of Directors is proud to 
announce the appointment of Stanton (Stan) 
Mahoney, Jr. from Board member at-large to the 
position of Executive Director (ED).  The WBWW 
Board has needed an ED since the organization was 
formed to keep the Board and committees working 
efficiently and to promote WBWW through various 
meetings and public interactions.  Stan has agreed 
to fill this position part-time as a VOLUNTEER!  
(Continued P.3) 

Tom & Nancy Dukes Named 2004 Wolf 
Bay Watershed Watch Monitor Team of 
the Year! 
Congratulations and THANK YOU to the 
following monitors for jobs well done: 
�  Certificate of Achievement for 2004 Monitor 
Team of the Year for having the most chemical and 
bacteria data sheets (108) collected twice monthly 
at three sites: Tom & Nancy Dukes (July 2003) 
(Continued P. 4) 

Membership 
Membership dues are $10 individual, $20 family, 
$200 lifetime. Please renew your dues if you 
haven’t already. (Continued P. 3) 
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Monitor Interview Meet Tom & Nancy Dukes 
Tom & Nancy 
Dukes moved to 
Wolf Bay in 2001 
from Phoenix, AZ 
after retiring.  Tom  
(born and raised 
here) wanted to 
return. Nancy 
agreed to move to 
the area as long as 
it was on the water.  
So, they bought a 
home on the east 
side of Wolf Bay 
and got busy.   

 

They are active in their church and Tom went 
through the Master Gardener program and has 
become very interested in gardening and growing 
plants.  They got busier with their hobbies.  Tom 
enjoys boating, fishing (specks and redfish), 
gardening, and playing bridge.  Nancy enjoys 
bridge, reading, knitting, needlework, and tai-chi.   
 

When they discovered they still weren’t busy 
enough, they found out about Wolf Bay Watershed 
Watch.  They were trained to monitor water quality 
in 2003 and started monitoring a site in Wolf Bay.  
When they found out that we needed testing in the 
middle of Wolf Bay in order to obtain data for 
ADEM to determine whether Wolf Bay was eligible 
for Outstanding Alabama Waters, they volunteered 
to do two sites in the middle of Wolf Bay, too!  
They were awarded “2004 Monitor Team of the 
Year” for their outstanding efforts.  
 

Tom joined the board of directors and has been the 
Vice President of WBWW for a couple of years. 
Tom has taken the initiative to start up a native 
plant sale for WBWW and has set up a greenhouse 
to grow and overwinter plants for the sales.  Nancy 
has volunteered to oversee the water monitors, 
check their data, determine who gets monitoring 
awards, and distributes testing chemicals and 
supplies.  They have volunteered to be our new 
Quality Assurance (recertification) Officers as soon 
as AWW offers the training to them.  They also 
help with other Wolf Bay events such as Trash & 
Treasures, Arbor Day, Junior Fishing Tournament, 
and the 4th grade Water Festival.   
 

Wolf Bay WW really and truly appreciates all the 
Dukes do to help protect our natural resources! 

Welcome New Monitors! 

 
Neal & Fran Shults test pH 

On April Fools’ Day, nine new monitors were 
trained at Weeks Bay Reserve to test the waters in 
Wolf Bay.  Most of these monitors are expected to 
monitor Wolf Creek to help with a study to 
determine pollution sources along Wolf Creek.  
Please welcome Stan & Jessy Mahoney, Bill and 
Sue Gordon, Neal & Fran Shults, Doug & Sandi 
Caudill, and Rick Odess. 
 

Picnic (Continued from P. 1) 
The event is held each year to reward the volunteer 
water monitors in the Alabama Water Watch 
program.  Wolf Bay and Weeks Bay Watershed 
Watch members, government officials, sponsors 
and corporate members, and other partners are 
invited.  There will be music, food and drink, 
fellowship, and presentations. There will be 
activities, including swimming and canoeing, for 
family members of those traveling from out of town 
that may not want to come to the picnic.  Additional 
information and registration will be available via 
our website www.wolfbaywatch.org or by 
contacting Liz Langston at lizlang@bellsouth.net or 
(850) 712-1137 OR Ann Crawford at 
hammockhaven@gulftel.com or (251) 987-5501.  If 
you would like to volunteer to lead a field trip, 
canoe trip, pontoon trip, or help plan, prepare, set 
up, or tear down, please contact Liz. 
 

Mixed Use Conference (Continued from P. 1) 
Participants interested in creating new dreams for 
the region will learn how it is possible to: 
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�  Revitalize existing communities with façade and 
streetscape improvements, cultural and commercial 
enhancements that transform downtowns into 
desirable destinations. 
�  Implement building code revisions that will 
make it easier to protect and reuse historically 
significant buildings. 
�  Increase land use efficiency by focusing mixed-
use development toward towns while saving open 
space to enhance storm water protection. 
�  Reinvent a “Main Street” feeling in small towns, 
older suburbs, and failing strip malls. A walkable 
town center - - ringed by art events, markets, a mix 
of housing and businesses – becomes a place to go 
and just hang out. 
�  Discover the economic and social forces behind 
the mixed use trend and how specific projects can 
be developed. 
 

“The Imagine Conference is about the future, but 
it’s grounded in workable solutions available 
today,” said Charlene Lee Executive Co-Director of 
Smart Coast. “Participants will hear case studies 
from successful cities like Charleston and 
transformed towns like Eufaula. The mayors of 
these towns will be presenting how-tos.”  Lee adds 
that there also will be a preview of modeling tools 
that answer development questions by showing 
short and long tem effects of different development 
alternatives. Another advantage in attending the 
conference, says Lee, is the opportunity to network 
with local leaders who have the power to position 
our cities for the future.  Those who should attend 
are property owners, developers, architects, public 
sector officials, planners, consultants, urban 
designers, academics, investment bankers, 
commercial bankers, institutional investors and 
advisers.  Others who would be interested are 
preservation and conservation groups, interested 
citizens, senior citizen groups, and other public and 
private sector representatives involved in property 
development such as engineers and landscape 
architects. 
 

The cost to attend the conference is $35, which 
includes attendance, all materials, snacks and lunch. 
Applications are available at Smart Coast web site 
www.smartcoast.org or at the Eastern Shore 
Chamber of Commerce web site 
www.eschamber.com or call 621-8222 to have a 
registration form mailed or faxed.  For info call 

Charlene Lee  at 928-0366 info@smartcoast.org  or 
Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce, 
251.621.8222� � Mail the completed form to the 
address below or fax it to 251.621.8001 
E Shore Chamber Found (Mixed Use Conference) 
P.O. Drawer 310, Daphne,AL 36532 
NOTE: Certificates of attendance awarded all 
participants. CEUs  earned for Alabama real estate 
licensees’ attendance. Other CEUs earned where 
applicable.  
 

Membership (Continued from P. 1) 
Corporate memberships are also available.  Contact 
Bob Simpson at 943-7279 teamsimpson@gulftel.com 
or mail your check to P.O. Box 63, Elberta, AL  
36530 ATTN: Membership . 
 

Thanks and welcome to these new members: Terry 
& Cheryl Hanson, Agnes Umberger–corporate, 
Dave & Carol Eib, Wolf Bay Storage – corporate, 
Clayton (Rex) & Patricia Daniels–Lifetime, 
William & Susan Gordon – lifetime, Richard Odess, 
Tom Larkin and family, Fran Hopkins and family, 
Rita Llaverias, Jack and Pat Johnson, Bryce and 
Mary Hager, Mr. & Mrs. Pete Poole,  Robert & 
Cindy Baus, Bob and Marolyn Morrow, Neal & 
Fran Shults, Earnie & Sandy Stewart, Casey & 

Davida 
Bankston, Gary 
and Wanda 
Bankston, Ron 
& Sheila 
 Walton, David 
& Sharon 
Ramey, Mike & 
Caryn Woerner, 
Leslie  Lassiter, 

Zeke  Allen, 
Volkert & 
Assoc. – 
corporate, and 
Doug and Sandi 
Caudill. 
 
 

Rex Daniels with prize redfish. 

Executive Director (Continued from P. 1) 
Stan’s career background is impressive:  
�  B.S. Naval Architecture, U.S. Naval Academy 
�  M. A. International Relations, Salve Regina Col. 
�  M.A. Strategic Studies, U.S. Naval War College 
�  Commanding Officer, U.S.S. Kirk (FF 1087) 
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�  Faculty, Strategic Studies, U.S. Naval War Col. 
�  Chief Estimator, Trawick Builders, Foley, AL 

He grew up on Wolf Bay and wants to preserve the 
area he loves and enjoys for future generations. The 
rapid growth in Foley, Gulf Shores, and Orange 
Beach worries him (and most folks). He hopes to 
lead developers and local government agencies and 
officials to develop and plan in a more 
environmentally friendly way to protect our way of 
life and our natural resources. He brings to the table 
great organizational and communication skills, 
determination, and he is goal oriented.   
 

Stan is now retired and lives with his wife Jessy and 
two “mostly” Springer Spaniels on Owen’s Bayou. 
Stan received a heart transplant from UAB on Dec. 
24th, 1996.   His hobbies include reading, gardening, 
water sports, and photography. He also likes 
volunteer work with the Heart Association, 
Japanese Society of Mobile, Board of Adjustments, 
City of Foley, Foley Filipino – American 
Association and as a spokesman for organ donation. 
He also enjoys good parties and Navy Football.  He 
dislikes persimmons, split-pea soup, and Army 
Football!  Jessy is active with the Master Gardeners 
and with the Wolf Bay plant sales.  Stan and Jessy 
went through the AWW monitor training April 1. 
 

Please welcome Stan to his new position within the 
Wolf Bay Watershed Watch organization! 
 

Monitor Awards (Continued from P. 1) 
�  Certificate of Achievement for collecting the 
second-most data sheets (60), chemical and bacteria 
collected twice monthly at two sites as part time 

residents, outstanding sampling consistency, and 
exceptionally neat data sheets: Greg & Jane Prine 
(Oct 2001) 
�  Certificate of Achievement for collecting the 
third-most data sheets (49), chemical and bacteria 
collected monthly at two sites, outstanding 
sampling consistency and dedication to the 
program: Liz Langston (Mar 1996) 
�  Certificate of Achievement for monitoring at 
least once per month and sometimes twice a month 
since their original certification Jerry Knaebel 
(May 1999), Jeff & Linde Lynn (May 2004), Don 
& Sandra Nevels (Oct 2001), Bob & Polly 
Simpson (Nov 1998), and Carson & Eve 
Williams (Sept 2002). 
�  For contributing to the water monitoring 
program in 2004: Henry Cummings, Gerry 
Douglas, John & Trixie Foley, John Griggs, Van 
McCamish,   Terry & Vicky McIntyre, Bill & 
Pat Pelkey,  Maurie Schmoll, Homer Singleton, 
Curtis & Jean Watson, and Bob Wilson   
�  For procuring and distributing chemical 
monitoring supplies: John Foley and Nancy Dukes 
�  For procuring and distributing bacteria 
monitoring supplies:  Bob & Polly Simpson 
�  For conducting recertifications as Quality 
Assurance/Quality Control Officer: Ed Jackson 
 

2004 Totals 
Total of active monitors: 018   
Total number of sites:  022 
Total chemical data sheets: 270 
Total bacteria data sheets: 249 
Total data sheets  519 
   

Boating Courses (Continued from P. 1) 
America's Boating Course taught by the U. S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary at Orange Beach Community 
Center. Class is 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. and meets the 
requirements for AL Boaters license. Contact John 
Griggs at 955-1443. Cost is $35 per person 
including lunch and book with CD. 
 

The Perdido Bay Power Squadron will have a one 
day Boating Safety course May 13 at the Coleman 
Outlet Center in Foley.  This class qualifies you for 
an Alabama Vessel Operators license. It covers 
Boat types and operation, rules of the road, Buoys 
and waterway marking systems, required and 
suggested equipment, trailering, handling 
emergencies, communications and PWC's.  The cost 
is $35 which includes the book and lunch. Two 
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people in the same household may use the same 
book.  For information and registration. call Maurie 
Schmoll at 955-1469.  

Need Local Seniors to Interview for Wolf 
Bay Environmental Heritage Project 

 
Schooner on Wolf Bay 

We are looking for senior citizens that grew up and 
lived in the Wolf Bay area for most of their lives.  
We would like to interview them about the way 
they lived and what the Wolf Bay area used to look 
like.  If you have a relative or know of someone that 
may be interested, please contact Liz Langston at 
lizlang@bellsouth.net or (850) 712-1137.  We are 
also very interested in old photos of the area or 
news articles to scan and preserve.  Some of these 
may appear in the final product. 
 

This project will provide readers with insight into 
important conditions and local attitudes concerning 
the bay, creeks, and wildlife resources in the Wolf 
Bay watershed and surrounding areas.  First-hand 
reports of the historical environmental health of the 
area and the traditional uses (and exploitation) of 
natural resources (including the forests, wildlife, 
aquatic life, and the land) will provide a greater 
understanding of existing conditions in the 
watershed.  This will facilitate better planning for 
potential restoration and preservation activities, as 
well as for future uses of these resources and land.  
Planning for the future of Wolf Bay should include 
consideration of local traditional land and water 
resource uses and this project may make the 
information more accessible to local citizens, 
government agencies, and developers. 
 

We envision distributing the oral history to schools, 
museums, local officials, libraries, civic groups, etc.  

We may be able to produce a booklet, film, Power 
Point presentation, and/or CD, and make them 
available on our Website. 
 

We will be partnering with the Baldwin Co. 
Heritage Museum and hope to find some funding 
for this project. We could use volunteers to conduct 
interviews, scan and document items for 
preservation, type up interviews, etc.  If you are 
interested or would like to make a donation to 
defray costs of this project, please contact Liz. 

President’s Column 
By Ann Crawford, President 
 

Wolf Bay Watershed Watch is coming of age! 
Yes, I remember not too long ago when our little 
organization was unknown at meetings in and 
around our small towns.  Our mission and activities 
weren’t typically discussed with neighbors, either. 
WBWW has evolved from a very dedicated 
group of people interested in testing the water in 
our bay, to a driving force of multi-facetted 
Water Quality Monitors, Environmental 
“Watchdogs”, Educators, Media Moguls, 
Gardening Gurus, Recycling Rest-orators, and 
Leaders in Environmental Protection and 
Preservation!   
It is a very powerful feeling when you walk into a 
meeting and everyone knows who you are, why you 
are there and have prepared for your arrival. It is 
exciting when folks not only know who WBWW  is, 
but are glad you are acting on their behalf and tell 
their friends and neighbors that they must become a 
member and sign up their business as a corporate 
member or event sponsor.  It is even more moving 
to sit in a classroom, listening to kids (especially 
your own child) talk about what they can and do to 
save our environment. There is no better 
feeling…oh but that is not all! 
 

Finally, our work is being recognized in other 
parts of the world…yes, internationally! At our 
annual meeting, the presentation of our data by 
Alabama Water Watch was mind boggling. 
Interpreting the data that our water quality monitors 
collect each month and putting it out there for 
public scrutiny was most impressive. Knowing that 
our data is seen and used for training in other 
countries trying to establish watershed monitoring 
programs, makes for an even prouder moment.  It 
was like watching a child who paints a picture. The 
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following year they paint a similar picture. Year 
after year another picture is drawn, with the same 
result. All of a sudden someone pulls all the pictures 
together, shows it to the right gallery and refers to 
it as a masterpiece!   
 
 

 
Rick Odess, Ann Crawford, Bob Simpson and Stan Mahoney assigning areas 
to collect derelict crab traps. 

The work that our water quality monitors have done 
voluntarily year after year is now being seen and 
used. The right people are pulling that work 
together and showing it to the right people. The 
results are not in yet, but the work is being 
recognized more and more each day. Locally our 
citizens are viewing our work. Alabama Water 
Watch has validated that work. Municipalities, 
utilities and developers are recognizing that 
validity. They are seeing that we must work 
together to solve problems. Now the show is touring 
on the international stage.  AWW is setting up 
monitoring programs around the globe and using 
our data for training, etc. It puts a new meaning to 
“Think Globally…Act Locally”  wouldn’t you 
say?  
 

The latest showing was in Montgomery. The final 
verdict is still out…Outstanding Alabama 
Waters! The tour continues. The reviews keep 
pouring in. Now we wait for the critics. We hope 
that they will come to know what we of WBWW 
have known all along…Wolf Bay is a masterpiece!  
 

Ann Crawford, President, WBWW, Inc.  
 

P.S. I would like to personally invite our 
membership to attend and help in hosting the 
Annual Alabama Water Watch Picnic on Saturday, 
May 20, 2006.  Water monitors from across the 

state will be attending, along with many 
international guests. The committee needs your help 
to welcome our guests and make for a fun filled 
weekend of activities featuring our very own Wolf 
Bay.  Please let us how you might help.  

Round the Bay  
By Massey Lambard 

Maybe you should get a canteen? 
  

The World Wide Web (www dot whatever) is truly 
an amazing thing.  The other day I was reading an 
article on pesticides in U.S. river basins at the 
World Wildlife Fund  website (www.worldwildlife.org), 
and that article referenced another article, and pretty 
soon I was reading about the bottled water industry. 
  

I had no idea.  Just look at all this "gee whiz" stuff: 
Bottled water is now a $100 Billion-with-a-'B' a 
year industry.  $22 billion of that is spent just in the 
U.S.A. There is an International Bottled Water 
Association (IBWA) www.bottledwater.org .  Yes, 
they have lobbyists.  In 2004, worldwide bottled 
water consumption was over 160 billion quarts.  It 
is the fastest growing beverage industry in the 
world. 
  

Depending on your brand preference, bottled water 
costs from 100 times to 1000 times the cost of tap 
water. It costs more than gasoline. Coke and Pepsi 
both sell bottled water. EPA standards for tap water 
are higher than FDA standards for bottled water. 
Drinking distilled water will drain your body of 
essential minerals. 
  

Most bottled water containers are made from PET 
(polyethylene terephthalate) plastic.  2.7 millions 
tons of plastic are used to bottle water every year. 
That's 1.5 million barrels of oil.  Enough to fuel 
100,000 cars for a year. Massive quantities of fossil 
fuels are burned just to transport water from bottler 
to consumer.  In 2004 alone, a Helsinki company 
shipped 1.4 million bottles of Finnish tap water 
2,700 miles to Saudi Arabia. Some Americans 
import water shipped some 5,600 miles from Fiji.  
  

In the U.S. 86% of the used plastic bottles wind up 
as garbage or litter. I was in Boston a few months 
ago.  Nearly everyone I saw on the streets, locals 
and tourists alike, was carrying a bottle of water.  
Some in clever satchels with a shoulder strap or 
clipped on the belt.  Think of that.  A whole new 
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industry comes into being, just to tote that water 
around. "Evian" spelled backwards is "naive".   One 
definition of "naive" is "gullible". 
  

Driving and boating around the watershed I notice 
more and more roadside and waterside trash is the 
ubiquitous plastic bottle.  If your tap water doesn't 
taste so good, you could get a filter pretty cheap. 
When I was a boy scout, I always carried a canteen 
on hikes and camp outs.  It was made of metal and 
you could use it over and over again.  In fact, I don't 
think I ever wore my canteen out or had to replace 
it.  Wonder if it's still around here anywhere? 
  

Anyway...see you around the bay.  Butch 
 

Derelict Crab Trap Recovery March 11 

 
Bob & Polly Simpson returning with a couple of crab traps. 

The wind blew from the SE at about 30 mph 
holding the high tide in and making it difficult for 
vessels to find abandoned crab traps.  However, 
several brave souls came out to help and four boats 
cruised Wolf Bay and its creeks. Eight traps were 
recovered and thankfully had no 

dead crabs, fish, or turtles in them.  Volunteers 

included Bob & Polly Simpson (boat), Rick Odess 
(boat), John Griggs (boat), Don & Sandra Nevels 
(boat), Stan Mahoney, Paul Ware, Byron Trotter, 
Kathleen Scott, Ann Crawford, and Liz Langston.  
We are grateful to our volunteers and to Wolf Bay 
Lodge for letting us use their docks and allowing us 
to put a dumpster on their property to put traps in. 

Wolf Bay Watershed Watch Vital to 
Success of Third Annual Baldwin County 
Water Festival 
By Michael Shelton, Weeks Bay Reserve 

Wolf Bay 
Watershed 

Watch knows 
the importance 
of protecting 
the health of 
local drinking 
water supplies 
and waterways 
in Baldwin 
County.  As 
they have for 
the last two 

events, 
members of 

WBWW 
worked to 
remind fourth 

grade students and teachers from many area schools 
of that fact at the Third Annual Baldwin County 
Water Festival held at the Daphne United Methodist 
Church on March 13 and 14, 2006.  Approximately 
720 students and teachers examined the structure of 
aquifers, the pollution contained in stormwater 
runoff and the behavior of pollutants in water.  All 
the events at Water Festival are designed to instill a 
general environmental awareness and stewardship 
ethic in students and to educate them and their 
families about aspects of ground and surface waters 
and other related natural resources.  Also, additional 
information and activities are provided to teachers 
to adapt and use in their classrooms. 
  

Students from eleven schools including J.L. 
Newton, Daphne Elementary South, Daphne 
Elementary East, Rosinton School, Robertsdale 
Elementary, Bay Minette Intermediate, Loxley 
Elementary, Christ the King, Bayside Academy, 
School of Arts and Sciences, Chi Alpha Academy 
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and Central Baldwin Christian School engaged in 
three dynamic, hands-on experiments.  One activity 
included learning about underground drinking water 
supplies by building and eating an edible aquifer.  
Students made a model watershed and used 
different colored powdered drink mixes to represent 
pollutants and bacteria that wash from roads, lawns, 
construction sites, agricultural fields and other 
places each time it rains.  Also, the behavior of 
different types of pollutants in water was 
demonstrated to the fourth graders in the filtration 
experiment.     
 

The Baldwin County Water Festival charges no fee 
to schools or students.  The costs of transportation, 
bus drivers and substitute teachers are provided to 
make it easier for the schools to attend.  Every 
student, teacher and volunteer received a Water 
Festival t-shirt designed by Katie Jones of Ms. 
Chrissey Thompson’s class at the Academy of Arts 
and Sciences in Gulf Shores.  Each year, a contest 
among participating schools determines the emblem 
for that year’s event.  As they have for the past two 
years, The Fishin’ Magicians of Nixa, Missouri 
wowed students and teachers alike with their 
environmental and conservation oriented magic 
show.   

The people that make Water Festival work are the 
dedicated volunteers and the members of the 
Steering Committee.  Volunteers were comprised of 
concerned citizens who want to see young students 
get a well organized and effective educational 
experience.  Also, they performed all instruction, 
cleanup, bus parking and supply distribution tasks.  
Community volunteers back the Baldwin County 
Water Festival with their skills, time and elbow 
grease.  The overwhelming support of Water 
Festival by students, teachers and the groups 
represented on the Steering Committee could not 

make the event as successful as it is without 
sponsorships and donations from local businesses, 
utilities, area cities, environmental groups and 
granting organizations.  Sponsorship dollars are 
used to purchase the materials, provide 
transportation, support volunteers and get the things 
that Water Festival needs to complete its mission.  
In addition, many groups that provided sponsorship 
also provided volunteers to Water Festival. The 
community spirit of staff and congregation of the 
Daphne United Methodist Church should be 
commended. 
 

Work has already begun on the 2007 Baldwin 
Count Water Festival.  The Steering Committee 
invites interested sponsors and volunteers to get 
involved early.  Support is needed now.  Please 
contact Michael Shelton at the Weeks Bay Reserve, 
251-928-9792 for more information on how 
organizations and individuals can help educate 
students about protecting Baldwin County’s water 
resources.   
Editor’s Note:  We were very disappointed that no 
4th grade classes in the Wolf Bay watershed 
attended the Water Festival this year.  Please 
contact the school board to request that our 
students be allowed to attend this educational and 
fun event next year. 

Trash & Treasures/Plant Sale Recap 
The sales went off without a hitch thanks to the hard 
work of many volunteers, most notably Tom Dukes, 
Stan and Jessy Mahoney, Bob & Polly Simpson, 
Paul Ware, and Wanda Ramos.  Tom Schubert 
made sure that the volunteers stayed well fed and 
hydrated.  We appreciate the help of all the master 
gardeners, also.  Net income from the sale should be 
over $4,000 when the final figures are in.  Thanks 
for all the donations!  This should really be a boost 
to our programs. 
 

Tom Dukes made the arrangements for and held a 
gardening workshop for residents of the Gulf Coast 
at the Miflin Community Center during the sales.  
The workshop was designed to help both 
experienced gardeners and beginners succeed in 
dealing with the unique conditions of our area.  All 
sessions were taught by recognized experts from 
Alabama Cooperative Extension Service and were 
very well received.   
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Mr. James Miles, Regional Horticultural Agent and 
graduate of Alabama A & M discussed LAWNS  

 
FOR COASTAL ALABAMA including selection, 
care and feeding, disease prevention and cure.  Mr. 
Monte Nesbitt Horticulturist from the Gulf Coast 
Research Center, presented CITRUS GROWING IN 
COASTAL ALABAMA highlighting variety 
selection, care and nutrition, and a review of 
common diseases. Ms. Tami Wells, a Coastal 
Scientist with AL Coop. Svc., spoke about 

 
wildlife habitat, conservation and restoration of 
coastal lands.  She shared information on the use of 
native plants to enhance the natural beauty of Wolf 
Bay.  Her talk also provided information to 
homeowners about coastal restoration and 
enhancement projects for hurricane recovery. 

It Takes a Little Team Work 
 By Stan Mahoney 
 

For the first time in recent memory, Wolf Bay will 
be receiving a “thorough” cleaning of submerged 
“wet debris” following this year’s busy storm 

season.  Notably, teamwork was the key in getting it 
accomplished. 
 

In mid-December, in a meeting with the Baldwin 
County Legislative Delegation, Wolf Bay 
Watershed members Ann Crawford and Stan 
Mahoney requested assistance in cleaning-up the 
bay.  Although many volunteer hours had been 
spent in the yearly Coastal Clean-Up efforts, much 
of the storm debris (pilings, stumps, trees, wrecks, 
pier remains, and appliances) was beyond their 
capability to remove and had accumulated since 
hurricane Frederick.  At that time, Senator Bradly 
Byrne and Steve McMillan indicated that they 
would try to help as funding might be available. 
 

As a result of our legislators’ efforts, the Wolf Bay 
Watershed Watch was put in touch with Mr. Phillip 
Hinesley and Terry Boyd of the Alabama 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
in hopes of obtaining the funding for this project.  
Amazingly, in just a few weeks, Watershed 
members were notified that Volkert and Associates 
of Foley had been awarded the contract.  As of 23 
February, a side-scan sonar search of Wolf Bay had 
been completed with the clean-up to begin before 
the end of March.  As noted by Mitchell Kidd, 
construction Project Manager with Volkert and 
Associates, the Clean-up effort along the shoreline 
will strictly be limited to the mean high tide line. 
 

Ann Crawford, President of the Wolf Bay 
Watershed and resident of Hammock Creek, was 
particularly pleased not only with the outcome, but 
also the team effort in accomplishing a goal.  “ We 
couldn’t have done this without a lot of help from 
our elected officials and some great people with the 
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources.”  “We are also pleased to be working 
with Volkert and Associates in this vital effort and 
look forward to future endeavors”. 
 

If you know of additional hurricane debris, please 
contact Stan Mahoney at 955-1527. 

Wolf Bay Kiosk for Elberta Park 
In summer of 2003, Wolf Bay Watershed Watch 
applied for a grant through Baldwin County Coastal 
Impact Assistance Program.  From this grant, three 
informational kiosks were constructed by the county 
and erected on three water front sites in south 
Baldwin County.  These kiosks exhibit information 
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on habitat conservation, restoration and 
education for the interested public.  One kiosk was 
placed at the dock of Corporate Sponsor Wolf Bay 
Lodge and stands there today.  Hurricane Ivan blew 
away the one at Pirate's Cove marina and the third 
was placed at what was Shiver's Marina on Wolf 
Creek at C.R. 20.  This kiosk was removed from 
Shiver's because of the sale of that property. 

 
Bob Simpson of WBWW then applied to the town 
of Elberta for placement of this kiosk in their 
downtown park for general viewing.  The town 
council very graciously agreed to have the kiosk 
placed near their kid's park and WBWW would like 
to thank the town council, the Fire Department and 
town employees for erecting and displaying this 
informational kiosk in their park. 

Aluminum Recycling Program 
Aluminum recycling helps keep the watershed clean 
and defrays the cost of the newsletter.  Bring your 
clean aluminum cans to Twin Creeks Bait Shop or 
to the Simpson’s residence on Coleman Rd. off Co. 
Rd. 20.  Last quarter 191 pounds (5,730 cans!) were 
recycled for $95.50.  For more information contact 
Bob Simpson 943-7279 teamsimpson@gulftel.com. 

AWW Makes it to EPA Website 
Alabama Water Watch is featured on the Alabama 
Non Point Source page of the EPA website.  Check 
it out. http://www.epa.gov/nps/Section319II/AL.html 

Food for thought 
In the 19th century, we devoted our best minds to 
exploring nature.  In the 20th century, we devoted 
ourselves to controlling and harnessing it.  In the 

21st century, the best minds are working on how to 
restore nature.             Stephen Ambrose, 1936-2002 
 

The Earth will not continue to offer its harvest, 
except with faithful stewardship. We cannot say we 
love the land and then take steps to destroy it for 
use by future generations.            Pope John Paul II 

Conservation Pledge 
I give my pledge as an American to save and 
faithfully to defend from waste the natural resources 
of my country – its soil and minerals, its forests, 
waters and wildlife. 

Your Board of Directors 
Ann Crawford , President, Fundraising Chair,  
987-5501hammockhaven@gulftel.com 
Tom Dukes, Vice President, Green House/Plants Chair,  
986-8448 tomdukes@gulftel.com 
Leo Ramos, Comptroller 
987-5556 leoramos@gulftel.com 
Paul Ware, Recording Secretary 
987-5377, pdware@gulftel.com 
Liz Langston, Corresponding Secretary/Newsletter 
Editor, Water Quality Monitoring Chair,  
 (850) 712-1137 cell, (850) 457-8695 home 
lizlang@bellsouth.net 
June Taylor, Disbursement Officer, Nominations Chair 
986-5704, jmtaylor@gulftel.com 
Bob Simpson, Director at large, Membership Chair, 
Aluminum Recycling, Adopt-A-Stream/Mile,  
943-7279 teamsimpson@gulftel.com 
Polly Simpson, Director at large, Memb., Publicity   
943-7279 teamsimpson@gulftel.com 
Sheila Stone, Director at large, Parliamentarian 
986-5551, svstone@gulftel.com 
Ralph Young, Director at large, Jr. Fish Tourn. Chair.  
(251) 943-4678, ralpho@gulftel.com 
Homer Singleton, Director at large,  
(251) 943-8945,  fishawk@gulftel.com 
Tom Schlinkert, Director at large 
(251) 987-1232, shadetre@gulftel.com 
Wanda Ramos, Director at large 
987-5741, wramos1stop@gulftel.com 
Maurie Schmoll, Director at large 
955-1469 mtschmol@gulftel.com 

Executive Director 
Stan Mahoney, Civic Affairs Chair, Education Chair.  
955-1527 stanandjessy@gulftel.com 
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Calendar of Events 
April 1  Water Watch training.  Weeks Bay 
Reserve. 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Free.  Bring a lunch. 
April 1-15 Spring Bird Banding. Ft. Morgan Park. 
Banding hours are from before dawn to mid-afternoon, 
depending on the flow of birds. They will break down on 
the 15th.  Contact Bob or Martha Sargent at 205-681-
2888 or rubythroat@aol.com. 
April 8  Weeks Bay Day celebration 
recognizing Reserve 20th Anniversary with activities 
from 8-2 p.m.  Presentations at 11 a.m.  Lunch at noon. 
April 8  International Migratory Bird 
Festival, Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries, 10:00AM to 
2:00PM, Dauphin Island. 
April 10 Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge - 
Reopening Ceremony, for more information contact 
Mike Groutt, USFWS, 441-5181 mike_groutt@fws.gov 
April 15 Presentation "Harmful Algal 
Blooms" by Dr. Hugh MacIntyre and "Molluscs" by Dr. 
Doug Shelton, Weeks Bay Auditorium. 10 a.m. 
April 18  Mixed-Use Conference. Mobile This 
event is sponsored by Smartcoast www.smartcoast.org  
and has a number of great speakers (mayors of Pittsburg, 
Charleston, and Eufaula) and the Urban Land Institute 
will also be taking part with "green" developers.  The 
cost is $35 per person and includes lunch and snacks.   
April 22 South AL Regional Cons. Expo.  
Wehle Nature Center, Blakeley State Park. 
April 22-29 PALS Cleanup.  Contact Bob Simpson 
at (251) 943-7279 teamsimpson@gulftel.com to clean up 
in Wolf Bay.  http://www.alpals.org/ 
April  22  Official Earth Day .    
April 23 Bay Area Earth Day, Fairhope Pier 
Park.  Contact Polly Simpson to help with the Wolf Bay 
booth 943-7279 teamsimpson@gulftel.com. 
April 27 Alabama Coastal Foundation 4th 
Annual Coastal Kids Quiz, for 5th grade students and 
teachers, for more information call 251-990-6002 
abmontgomery@bellsouth.net  or Neil Johnston at 251-
694-6247. http://alcoastalfoundation.org/  
April 29 America's Boating Course taught by 
the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary at Orange Beach 
Community Center. Class is 0800 until 1600 and meets 
the requirements for Ala Boaters license. Contact John 
Griggs at 955-1443. Cost is $35 per person including 
lunch and book with CD. 
May 2-4 Hydric Soils Workshop.  8 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Weeks Bay Auditorium.  Contact Mike Shelton at 
928-9792 mshelton@dcnr.state.al.us. 
May 6 Kids Fishing Day.  Safe Harbor Pond.  Weeks 
Bay Reserve.  8 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Contact Walter Ernest 
at 990-5004. 
May 6  Turtle Point Environmental Studies 
Center Open House. Atmore, AL.  
http://dgonza365.tripod.com/turtlepointSC/index.html 

May 6-7 The 8th Annual Pirates Cove Wood 
Boat Festival.  Pirate’s Cove Marina.  Wolf Bay usually 
has a booth.  Contact Karl Mueller 987-1223 for 
information on the event.  Contact Polly Simpson to 
volunteer to staff the booth at 943-7279 
teamsimpson@gulftel.com. 
May 13  Boating Safety Class.  Coleman Outlet 
Center in Foley.  This class qualifies you for an Alabama 
Vessel Operators license. It covers Boat types and 
operation, rules of the road, Buoys and waterway 
marking systems, required and suggested equipment, 
trailering, handling emergencies, communications and 
PWC's.  The cost is $35 which includes the book and 
lunch. Two people in the same household may use the 
same book.  For information and registration. call 
Maurie Schmoll @ 955-1469.  
May 13-21 National River Cleanup Week. 
http://www.nationalrivercleanup.com 
May 16  Wetlands Compliance Workshop, 
hosted by Weeks Bay Reserve and Alabama Coastal 
Foundation, for more information contact Mike Shelton 
928-9792 mshelton@dcnr.state.al.us or ACF 990-6002. 
May 20  Alabama Water Watch Picnic. 
Crawford Residence on Hammock Creek.  Register 
online at www.wolfbaywatch.org. 
June 10 Alabama's Free Fishing Day.  
Approved by the Alabama Legislature, the law allows an 
annual free day of fishing when residents and non-
residents may fish without a fishing license. Some lakes 
may still require fees and permits, and owner’s 
permission is required to fish private ponds. 
June 17 Presentation "Cultural History and 
Use of Local Flora" by Fred Nation, Weeks Bay 
Auditorium, 10 a.m. Contact 928-9792. 
June 20 Coastal Leaders Training - 
Wastewater Collection and Disposal Alternatives, Dr. 
Kevin White, University of South Alabama Instructor, 
details TBA.  lyokel@mobilebaynep.com. 
Jun 24-Jul 16 The Great North American Secchi 
Dip-In.   Contact Liz for info at lizlang@bellsouth.net or 
(850) 457-8695.  Website http://dipin.kent.edu/ 
 

Board meeting time – 5:15 p.m. on the third Monday of 
each month except December at the Miflin Community 
Center.  The public is welcome.   
 

Wolf Bay Merchandise  
We currently have two types of cotton Tshirts for sale: 
regular Tshirts ($12) and polo shirts ($20).  Wolf Bay 
car tags are available ($10). Look for them at our 
meetings and booths or contact Bob or Polly Simpson 
943-7279 teamsimpson@gulftel.com to pick up.
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Wolf Bay Watershed Watch, Inc.  
PO Box 63, Elberta, AL  36530 

www.wolfbaywatch.org
 
 
 
 
 
The primary purpose of the WBWW is to promote the conservation, 
protection and improvement of the natural resources within the Wolf Bay 
watershed.  WBWW is a 501(c)3 not for profit organization. 

 
 
 

ANNUAL ALABAMA WATER WATCH PICNIC  
Saturday, May 20, 2006 

 

At Hammock Haven on Wolf Bay 
     8600 Crawford Road, Elberta, AL 36530 

 

Wolf Bay Watershed Watch Wishes to invite members of  
Wolf Bay WW, Weeks Bay Water Watch, and Alabama Water Watch  

to join us for the weekend… 
 

Friday Night Cruises 
Sat/Sun Swimming, Canoeing, Pontooning, Birding, & other planned activities 

Saturday Fish Fry and all the local trimmings 
Saturday Auction & Live Music! 

 

Don’t miss this opportunity to visit one of the  
most pristine areas of South Alabama!!!  

 

Registration and information: www.wolfbaywatch.org 
Liz Langston (850)712-1137 lizlang@bellsouth.net 


